A HISTORY OF POLAND
necessary to afford die cities representation on the Diets,
and this the nobles found a difficult matter to concede.
The two years which formed the limit for the tenure of
one Diet elapsed, and nothing had been settled. New
members were added without dismissing the old ones,
and a double Diet was found to mean doubled eloquence
and increased disputes.
Some inkling of the tendency of this Diet may be
gathered from certain of its decisions.   It enacted, for
instance, that die principle of unanimity in voting should
be abandoned. For declarations of war, treaties of peace,
and political legislation a three-fourths majority should
in future be accepted.   For new taxes a two-thirds
majority should suffice.   It was also decided that no
Diet should be able to authorize cession of territory.
Finally, a Constitution was drawn up and a plan of
action settled. On May 3,1791, the King attended with
the scheme of reform that had been prepared by a com-
mittee of patriots. The Marshal of die Diet called upon
Stanislaw to prepare measures for saving die State, and he
rose and proposed the Constitution. It was carried with
acclamation, though twelve dissentients marked their
opposition by remaining seated in silence.   Then the
King invited the members to accompany him to the
Cathedral, and there register their oaths in support of
die new Constitution.
The streets of Warsaw were crowded with citizens as
the procession of patriots, with the King at their head,
moved to the Cathedral The new Constitution was
adopted amid circumstances of almost tragic solemnity.
At its head came the words, used on a similar occasion
by die National Assembly of France: " All power in a
State emanates from the will of the nation." The Act
provided that after the death of Stanislaw the crown
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